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SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES WEEKLY REVIEW; JULY 15 
REF: VICTORIA 405 

1. SEYCHELLES NEW INDEPENDENT WEEKLY NEWSPAPER "WEEKEND LIPE," 

IN ITS THIRD ISSUE, ACCORDED PRONT PAGE COVERAGE TO THE BRIEF 
DETENTION OP MANCHAM SUPPORTERS THE NIGHT BEFORE JUNE 29 INDE- 
PENDENCE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS (VICTORIA 381). PRESS TREAT- 
MENT INCLUDED EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS PROM PRESIDENT RENE AND 
POLICE COMMISSIONER PILLAY AND INTERVIEWS WITH SEVERAL UN-NAMED 
DETAINEES. DETAINEES SAID THEY WERE FRIGHTENED BY THEIR EXPERIENCE 
BUT NOT ILL-TREATED. TWO DAYS BEPORE NEWS-PAPER HIT THE STREETS 
(BUT ALTER GOVERNMENT BECAME AWARE THAT A STORY ON THE DETENTIONS 
WAS GOING TO BE PUBLISHED), MINISTRY OP INPORMATION ISSUED BRIEF 
COMMUNIQUE. COMMUNIQUE STATED THAT POLICE COMMISSIONER HAD RECEIVED 
INPORMATION THAT "A SITUATION COULD DEVELOP WHICH WOULD CONSTITUTE 
A THREAT TO SECURITY" AND THAT 16 PEOPLE WERE DETAINED POR 
"INTERVIEWS." FIVE OP DETAINEES WERE NOT RELEASED UNTIL ALTER IN- 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 VICTOR 00422 I5I550Z 

DEPENDENCE DAY STADIUM ACTIVITIES WERE COMPLETED. ACCORDING 
PUBLISHER, THERE HAS BEEN NO ADVERSE GOVERNMENTAL REACTION. (COMMENT: 
IN SOME-WHAT RISKY VENTURE, WEEKEND LIFE HAS SUCCEEDED IN TAKING 
GOVERNMENT AT ITS WORD THAT PRESS FREEDOM WILL BE OBSERVED AND 
CRITICISM OP GOVERNMENT ALLOWED. NONETHELESS, IT WAS AN EMBARASS- 
MENT POR GOVERNMENT TO BE PRESSURED INTO PUBLICIZING PACT OF 
DETENTIONS AND GOS MAY BE LESS TOLERANT IN THE PUTURE). 
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2. BEST SELLER AT LOCAL BOOK STORES IS NEWLY PUBLISHED PAMPHLET 
CONTAINING EXTRACTS FROM PUBLIC STATEMENTS MADE OVER PAST 13 YEARS 
BY PRESIDENT RENE. EXCERPTS FROM THE PAMPHLET, WHICH IS ENTITLED 
"PHILOSOPHY OF A STRUGGLE" AND DEALS WITH BROAD RANGE OF 

POLITIV L, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL TOPICS, ARE BROADCAST ON RADIO AND 
APPEAR ALMOST DAILY IN GOVERNMENT PUBLISHED NEWS-PAPER. 

3. IN A CLEAR BREAK WITH THE PAST, THE GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED BAN 
ON "MISS SEYCHELLES" AND OTHER BEAUTY CONTESTS. INFORMATION MINISTER 
MICHEL, IN A RADIO BROADCAST, SAID NEW REGIME FEELS SUCH EVENTS 
"EXPLOIT OUR WOMEN FOR COMMERCIAL ENDS" AND ARE "REMINISCENT OF 
ANCIENT SLAVE MARKETS." GOVERNMENT, HE ADDED, WAS ACTING "TO 
PRESERVE THE DIGNITY OF SEYCHELLOIS WOMEN." 

4. IN PAST TWO WEEKS, MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS BERLOUIS AND 
POLICE COMMISSIONER PIT .LAY HAVE VISITED NUMBER OF THINLY-POPULATED 
OUTLYING ISLANDS. STATED PURPOSE OF VISITS IS ESTABLISHMENT OF 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM WHICH WOULD ALERT GOVERNMENT TO THE PRESENCE 
OF ANY GROUP WHICH MIGHT BE MARSHALLED IN THOSE AREAS FOR COUNTER 
COUP ATTEMPT. 

5. ON JULY 12, NEW GOVERNMENT HELD FIRST CABINET MEETING AT WHICH 
NEW MINISTERS TOOK OATH OF OFFICE AND PLEDGED LOYALTY TO REGIME. 

6. IN THE SIX WEEKS SINCE JUNE 5 COUP, DELIBERATE EFFORT HAS BEEN 
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MADE TO PROMOTE THE USE OF FRENCH AND CREOLE AT THE EXPENSE OF 
ENGLISH. USE OF FRENCH AND CREOLE IS NOW PREDOMINANT IN THE DAILY 
GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER AND ON RADIO. 
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